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A Ii tening Pope?
 

learn from unexpected sources, from 
people like you and me: ordinary,

a 
thinking Catholics called to "full and parish liturgist and music
 

coordina/oJ; shares her
 active participation in the world"; I'm 

hopes for the papal visit. still hoping. 

F
Remote in the institutional centre, 

how can Benedict understand us 
ive years ago, when asked as anything more than a flock of 
what I hoped for in a new obedient - or more often straying ­
pope, I wanted a listener. I sheep? Jesus got in touch with people's 

loped for someone expecting to everyday experience by leaving the 

Catholics worldwide looking to him.The room In the next few weeks, Benedict XVI's 
eyes will meet the gaze of our country's of tears six million Catholics. What message do 
we want him to take away? 

). Richard R id C.Ss.R. 
o God, guide Pope 

If you visit the Sistine Chapel in the Benedict in his journey 
Vatican there is much splendour to of discovery and
lppreciate. It would therefore be easy 

cOIllpassion as he travels
:0 miss a small simple door to the left­
und side of the high altar. Behind this our land. Together, Illay 
joor is the Room ofTears. we all be open to the 

At a conclave, once he has accepted prophetic proIllptings of 
us election, the newly elected pope 

the Holy Spirit and act ineaves the Sistine Chapel and enters 
:his small room - basically a sacristy trust and hutnility. Help 
- where he finds three papal soutanes us to be ready as people 
:cassocks): small, medium and large. of God for whatever is 

The tears that a pope may express expected of us, through
n this room are indeed very private. 

Jesus, our Illodel and ourThe man now has a new name, a new
 
ob description and over a billion guide. AIllen.
 

ttl- . ~ue d<t : \ "'dm: I hut da : 

Nisdom 9: 13-18 1 Corinthians 1 Corinlhians Micah 5:1-4 I Corim';ians 

synagogue and going out to the hill, 
the lakeside and especially women's 
gathering-places (the well, the 
house), sharing dialogue and different 
perspectives. 

So I hope Benedict will be inspired 
on this visit to leave his throne, take a 
pew and listen. I hope he will be open 
to the different perspectives of the 
many thinking Catholics who long to 
share their knowledge and experience 

Newman part 1 
The Anglican 

by Andrew Lyon 

Newman's early church background 
was evangelical and "Bible-based", 
but over the years, and in response to 
both his academic pursuits and social 
circumstances, he found himself 
in the Anglo-Catholic wing of the 
Church of England, and was ordained 
a priest at the age of23. 

At Oxford University, Newman 
and a group of friends reacted 
strongly against the then-prevalent 
corruption in the C of E, and took 
it upon themselves to steer the 
Church of England "back" towards its 
"Catholic" roots. Together, they spent 

!oIaturda\ : (''\ Sund" \: 
I Cor;nlhinns 1 Corinthians Exodus 32:7-11. 13-14 

of spreading the Good News in the 
world. 

Many people, particularly those 
under fifty, have left the pews, but not 
the Church. So I hope Benedict will 
also, like Jesus, seek out "the hill'; "the 
well" and "the house'; and then tell us 
ofall his conversations, his discoveries 
of everyday expreSSions of holiness in 
action. I hope he will affirm in us the 
treasure of being Christ in the world. 

their time writing and distributing 
"tracts" to the parishes to convince 
parish priests of their views. And 
with Oxford being the place where 
many would-be clerics went to 
study, Newman (as a tutor) was in 
a position of great influence. The 
establishment became nervous, 
and eventually both the university 
and the bishop silenced Newman. 
He retreated and spent time 
considering his ever-stronger pull 
towards the Catholic Church itself. 

Cardinal Newman will be beatified on 

19 September. 

" Yes, the Church 
is alive ... and the 
Church is young. 
She holds within 
herself the future of 
the world. 
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