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Getting more from your faith
 

t at 
works
 
by Denis McBride C.Ss .R. 

I n the book of Genesis you watch 
God create the world through 
speaking: "God said, 'Let there 

be light: and there was light:' For 
God, to say is to do; to promise is 
to fulfil; to speak is to accomplish. 
The word of God is the work of 
God. When God speaks, something 
happens; too often when we speak, 
nothi ng much happens. 

The religion of Israel is more 
concerned with word and hearing 
than with vision and seeing: priority, 
therefore, is given to the word rather 
than the image. While no one can 

A prayer for 
when... 

by Lucy Russell 

. . .you don't kn ow what to do 
first! 
As the boys get bigger there are 
periods in my day which are calmer 
and when I can get things don e in the 
house with fewer distractions. 

Once James is at school, Edgar will 
generally amuse himself while I clear 
away the breakfast things and clean 
the kitchen. But there are other times 
- most notably breakfast - when I find 
myself spinning around the kitchen 
trying to do what needs doing, with 
endless requests coming from the 
boys. 

see the face of 
God and live, 
everyone must 
hear the word 
of God in order 
to live. So, as we 
hear in today's first 
reading, God raises up 
prophets to speak his word to 
the people. 

In todays Gospel, when people 
see how effective Jesus' word is, they 
are astonished at its immediate power: 
his word has authority behind it. In 
this scene we see how Jesus' word 
continues the work of the creative 
word of God. As God created the 
world by speaking, so Jesus recreates 
people by speaking them better. Jesus' 

Sometimes I stop, still, not sure 
what I was about to do next. It's a 
good moment to say a quick prayer. 
When I first had Edgar, I remember 
talking to another mother about how 
to prioritise what needed to be done: 
the baby is crying; James needs his 
lunch; I haven't had anything to eat all 
morning - what to do first? "It's like 
running an A&E department, isn't 
it?" replied the other mother, "You 
have to operate a system of triage!" 

God, give me the mental 
strength, focus and 
calm to complete the 
immediate tasks at hand; 
and the clarity of thought, 
in the noise and busyness 
of family life, also to 
see that which is really 
important. Amen. 
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concerned with word and hearing continues the work of the creative 
than with vision and seeing: priority, word of God. As God created the 

word creates a new beginning; his 
word is liberating because it enables 
people to begin again. 

How about our words? Do the 
words we speak help people to make 

The jester of 
the Lord 

by Andrew Lane 

Today is the feast day of St Juniper, 
one of the original followers of St 
Francis of Assisi (who wished he had 
"a whole forest of such junip ers") and 
a central character in a film called 
The Flowers of St Francis. He became 
known as "the renowned jester of the 
Lord'; largely as a result of an incident 
involving some pig's feet. 

This interesting man may not 
appear, at first sight, the archetypal 
saint. Yet he was humble (because, 
we're told, he knew the truth about 
God, himself and others) and, 
according to St Francis, "attained 
the state of perfect patience because 
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a fresh start in life? Or do our 
words have the effect of diminishing 
people? 
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he kept the truth of his low estate 
constantly in mind". 

St Juniper was known for his 
simplicity, as well as for his fervour 
and generosity. In this complex 
world, wouldn't it be wonde rful if 
we could all be generous with one 
another, with or without the help of 
pig's trotters? 

"As the rain 
and the snow come 
down from the 
heavens and do 
not return without 
watering the 
earth. .. so the word 
that goes from my 
mouth does not 
return to me empty, 
without carrying 
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word is liberating because it enables words have the effect of diminishing 
people to begin again. people? 


