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Getting more from your faith
 

Hands on Christianity-------­

by J\ndrew Lyon 

Next weekend sees the 
Greenbelt festival return 
to Cheltenham racecourse 

for another three days of music 
(everything from classical to rock), 
literature, film, comedy - and 
worship, in all its forms. Every 

Who is last? 

by Cristina Gangemi 

In today's Gospel we are told that at 
the feast in the kingdom of God, those 
who are first will be last and those 
who are usually considered last will be 
vital. For people with disabilities the 
Disability Discrimination Act 1995 
has been a little like this Gospel, and 
it has challenged parishes to ensure 
that everything they provide is made 
accessible to everyone. 

A paradigm shift in culture needs 
to take place: from doing for disabled 
people to doing with disabled people 
so that together, in dignity and equality, 
we can move towards a common 

year, over 20,000 people of aU ages 
gather to celebrate their faith and to 
explore how it can be politically and 
culturally engaging in real terms. 
The great news is more and more 
Catholics are getting involved. 

Last year, during the Sunday 
morning liturgy, we were given an 
olive seed to plant when we got home. 
Holding it in our hands, we were told, 
"There is a Mount of Olives where 

mission of presenting the full and 
varied image of God to the world. 

Disability beckons you to explore 
and recognise the gift that each 
person is and to live the authentic 
message Jesus so powerfully presents 
to us today. 

Lord, let the inspiration 
of those who have 
sacrificed Inuch in the 
service of those who are 
Inarginalised shine as a 
beacon to the rest of the 
ChristiancoInInuniry. 
May we be Inore willing to 
Inake sacrifices in order to 
be faithful to the teachings 
ofJesus. Arnen. 

the trees bore witness to the agony 
of Jesus. Some of those trees are still 
there. Now they bear witness to the 
agony ofJew and Arab. They still bear 
fruit, still carry the promise of hope. 
Like each one of us:' 

You might think it could be easy 
to come away from Greenbelt feeling 
overwhelmed, feeling that somehow 
the problems the world faces have 
all got out of hand. But no l On the 

High society 

by Paul Bodenham 

If you find it hard being green, 
take comfort: it's not all your fault! 
The government's own sustainable 
development commission has been 
exploring why our efforts to reduce 
pollution are having so little impact. 

In a publication called Prosperity 
without growth? they identify our 
economy as the root of the problem, 
geared as it is to ever-increasing 
consumption. The Children's Society's 
"Good Childhood" report last year 
also said that commercial pressures 
and individualism are at the root of 
many childhood problems today. 

contrary, I left energised, educated, 
humbled and feeling closer to God 
than ever before. 

Jesus says, "There are those now 
last who will be first, and those now 
first who will be last." Greenbelt is 
a place to discover how we might 
respond to this Gospel. 

Find out more about this year's festival and 

book tickets at www.greenbelt.org.uk 

What people really want is well­
being and happiness, and for that we 
need a society geared towards the 
common good. Already, "transition 
towns" and villages across the UK 
and worldwide are working to fulfil 
this vision and become kinder to the 
planet. Is your parish in a transition 
town? If you don't know, ask at the 
local library; if it is, consider getting 
involved! 
www.christian-ecology.org.uk 

" When spiders 
unite they can tie 
down a lion. 
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